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SERMON XXIV.

What think ye of Christ ?

Matthew xxii. 4I.

pP^Ipai think ye of Christ?

WHEN it pleafed the eternal Son of God to tabernacle

among us, and preach the glad tidings of falvation

to a fallen world, different opinions were entertained by dif-

ferent parties concerning him. As to his perfon, fome faid

he was Mofes ; others that he was EiiaSy Jeremias, or one of

the ancient prophets ; few acknowledged him to be what he

really was, God bleffed for evermore. And as to his do6lrine^

though the common people, being free from prejudice^ were

perfuaded of the heavenly tendency of his going about to do

good, and for the generality, heard him gladly, and fiid he

was a good man
5 yet the envious, worldly-minded, felf-

righteous governors and teachers of the JewiJ}) church, be-

ing grieved at his fuccefs on the one hand, and unable (hav-

ing never been taught of God) to understand the purity of

his doctrine, on the other ; notwithftanding our Lord fpakc

as never man fpake, and did fuch miracles which no man

could pofTibly do, uniefs God was with him ; yet they not

only were fo infatuated, as to fay, that he deceived the people,

but alfo were fo blafphemous as to affirm, that he was in

league with the devil himfelf, and caft out devils by Beelztbub

the prince of devils. Nay, our Lord's own brethren and

kinfmen, according to the flcfh, were io blinded by prejudice

and unbelief, that on a certain day, when he went out to

teach the multitudes in the fieldsj they fent to t^kc hold oa
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him, urging this as a reafon for their condu£l, " That he

was befides himfelf."

Thus was the King and the Lord of glory judged by

man's judgment, whtn manifcft in flefh : far be it from any

of his minifters to expe6l better treatment. No, if we come

in the fpirit and power of our Mafter, in this, as in every

other part of his fufFerings, we muft follow his fteps. The
lilcc reproaches which were caft on him, will be thrown on

us alio. Thofe that received our Lord and his do6lrine,

will receive and hear us for his name's fake. The poor, blefied

'-be God, as our prefent meeting abundantly teftiiies, receive

the gofpel, and the common people hear us gladly; whilft

thofe who are fitting in Mofes' chair, and love to wear long

robes, being ignorant of the righteoufnefs which is of God
by faith in Christ Jesus, and having never felt the power

of God upon their hearts, will be continually crying out

againft us, as madmen, deceivers of the people, and as adting

under the influence of evil fpirits.

But he is unworthy the name of a minifler of the gofpel

of peace, who is unwilling, not only to have his name caft

out as evil, but alfo to die for the truths of the Lord
Jesus. It is the charadler of hirelings and falfe prophets^

who care not for the fheep, to have all men fpealc well of

them, " Bleiled are you, (fays our Lord to his firft apoftles,

and inthem to all fucceeding minifters) when men fpeak all

manner of evil againil: you falfely for my name's fake.'* And
indeed it is impolTible but fuch ofFenccs muft come : for raen

.will always judge of others, according to the principles from

which they a6l themfelves. And if they care not to yield

obedience to the doctrines which we deliver, thev muft ne-

ceflarily, in felf- defence, fpeak againft the preachers, left

they ftiould be afked that queftion, which the Pharifees of

old feared to have retorted on them, if they confefled that

John was a prophet, " Why then did you not believe on

him?" In all fuch cafes, we have nothing to do but to fearch

our own hearts, and if we can afiTure our confciences, before

God, that we a(Sl with a fingle eye to his glory, we are

chearfully to go on in our work, and not in' the leaft (o re-

. gard what men or devils can fav againft, or do unto us.

But
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But to return. You have heard what various thou<^Vits

there were concerning Jesus Christ, vvhilft here on earth*,

nor is he otherwife treated, even now he is exalted to fit

down at the right hand of his Father in heaven. A ftrangcr

to chriftianity, was he to hear, that we all profefs to hold

one Lord, would naturally infer, that we all thought and

fpoke one and the fame thing about hini. But alas ! to our

fliame be it mentioned, though Christ be not divided in

himfelf, yet profefTors are fadly divided in their thoughts

about him ; and that not only as to the circumftances of his

religion, but alfo of thofe eflential truths which muft necef'

farily be believed and received by us, if ever we hope to be

heirs of eternal falvation.

Some, and I fear a multitude whicli no man can eafily

number, there are amongfl: us, who call themfelvcs chriftians,

and yet fcldom or never ferioufly think of Jesus Christ a»:

all. They can think of their {hops and their farms, their

plays, their balls, their aflemblies, and horfe-raccs (enter-

tainments which dire£lly tend to exclude religion out of the

world) ; but as for Christ, the author and finiflicr of faith,

the Lord who has bought poor finners with his precious

blood, and who is the only thing worth thinking of, alas !

he is not in all, or at moft in very few of their thought-,.

But believe me, O ye eafthly, fenfual, carnally-minded pro-

feflbrs, however little you may think of Christ now, or

however induftrioufly you may drive to keep him out of your

thoughts, by purfuing the luft of the eye, the luft of the

flefb, and the pride of life, yet there is a time coming, when

you will wifh you had thought of Christ more, and of

your profits and pleafures lefs. For the gay, the polite, the

rich alfo muft die as well as others, and leave their pomps

and vanities, and all their wealth behind them. And O !

what thoughts will you entertain concerning Jesus Christ,

in that hour ?

But I muft not purfue thefe refleaions : they would carry

me too far from the main dcfign of this difcourfe, which is

to (hew, what thofe who are truly defirous to know how to

worfhip God in fpirit and in truth, ought to think concerning

Jesus Christ, whom God hath lent to be the end of the

law for righteoufnefs to all them that fhall believe.

2 2 I :ruft.
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t truft, my hrethren^ you are more noble than to think me
too ftri6l or fcrupulous, in thus attempting to regulate your

thoughts about Jesus Christ : for by our thoughts, as well

as our words and adions, are we to be judged at the great

day. And in vain do we hope to believe in, or worfhip

Christ aright, unlefs our principles, on which our faith and

pradiceare founded, are agreeable to the form of found words

delivered to us in the fcriptures of truth.

^ Befides, many d'^ceivers arc gone abroad into the world.

Mere heathen morality, and not Jesus Christ, is preached

in moftof our churches. And how fhould people think rightly

of Christ, of whom they have fcarcely heard? Bear with

me a little then, whilft, to inform your confciences, I afk

you a few qucftions concerning Jesus Christ : For there is

no other name given under heaven, whereby we can be faved,

but his.

FlrJ}^ What think you about the perfon of Christ ?

*' Whofe Son is he /" This is the queftion our Lord pur

to the Pharifees in the words following the text ; and never

was it more neceflary to repeat this queftion than in thefe laft

days. For numbers that are called after the name of Christ,

and I fear, many that pretend to preach him, are fo far ad-

vanced in the blafphemous chair, as openly to deny his being

really, truly, and properly God, But no one that ever was

partaker of his Spirit, will fpeak thus lightly of him. No,

if they are aflied, as Peter and his brethren were, " But

whom fay ye that I am ?'* they will reply without hefitation,

*' Thou art Christ the Son of the ever-living God." For

the confeflion of our Lord's divinity, is the rock upon which

fee builds his church. Was it poflible to take this away, the

, gates of hell would quickly prevail againft it. My brethren,

i
if Jesus Christ be not very God of very God, I wou-lcl

never preach the gofpel of Christ again. For it wotild not

be gofpel ; it would be only a fyftem of moral ethics : Seneca^

CicerOy or any of the Gentile philofophers, would be as good

a Saviour as Jesus of Nazareth. It is the divinity of our

Lord that gives a fan£i:ion to his death, and makes him fuch

a high-prieft as became us, one who by the infinite merits of

his fuflTering could make a full, perfe£l, fufficient facrrficCj

,fatisfa£tion and obhtion to infinitely offended jitftice. And
what foever
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whatfoever minliler of the church o{ England, makes ufe of

her forms, and eats of her bread, and yet holds not this doc-

trine (as I fear too many fuch are crept in amongft us) fuch

a one belongs only to the fynagogue of Satan. He is not a

child or miniller of God : no ; he is a wolf in fheep's cloath-

ing ; he is a child and miniller of that wiclccd one th<j

devil.

Many will think thefe hard fayings : But I think it no
breach of charity to afHrm, that an Jrian or Sjcinian cannot
be a chriiVian. The one would make us believe [esus

Christ is only a created God, which is a felf-contradicSlion :

and the other would have us look on him only as a good man
;

and inflead of owning his death to be an atonement for the

fins of the world, would perfuade us, that Christ died only

to feal the truth of his doctrine with his blood. But ifJesus

Christ be no more than a mere man, if he b;: not truly God,
he was the vileft Tinner that ever appeared in the world. For
he accepted of divine adoration from the man who had been

born blind, as we read "John ix. 38. *' And he faid, Lord I

believe, and worfliipped him." Befides, if Christ be not

properly God, our faith is vain, we are yet in our fms : for

no created being, though of the higheft order, coujd pofTibly

merit any thing at God's hands : it was our Lord's divinity,

that alone qualified him to take away the fins of the world
;

and therefore we hear St. John pronouncing fo pofitively, that

*' the Word (Jesus Christ) was not only with God, but

was God." For the like reafon, St. Paul fays, *' that he

was in the form of God : That in him dwelt all the fulnefs

of the godhead bodily." Nay, Jesus Christ afliimcd the

the title which God gave to himfelf, when he fent Mofes to

deliver his people IJrael. " Before Abraham was, I am.'*

And again, " I and my father are one." Which laft words,

though our modern infidels would evade and wreft, as they do

other fcriptures, to their own damnation, yet it is evident that

the Jewi underftood our Lord, when he fpake thus, as

making himfelf equal with God; otherwife, why did they

ftone him as a blafphemer .? And now, why fliould it be

thought a breach of charity, to affirm, that thofe who deny

the divinity of Jesus Christ, in the ftri£teft fenfe of the

word, cannot be chriltians ? For they arc greater infidels thaa

Z 3
th?
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(he devils themfclvcs, who confefleJ that they knew who he

was, " even the holy^one ot God." They not only believe,

bur, which is more than the unbelievers of this generation do,

th'jy tremble. And was it poiiible for arch-hereticks, to be

releafed from their chains of darknefs, under which (unlefs

they altered their principles before tlicy died) they arc now

refcrvcd to the judgment of the great day, I am perfuaded

ihey would inform us, how hell had convinced them of the

divinity ofJesus Christ, and that they would advife their

followers to abhor their principles, lell they fhould come

into the fame place, and thereby incrcafe each others tor^

ments.

But, Secondly^ What think you of the manhood or incar-

nation of Jesus Christ ? For Christ was not only God,
but he was God and man in one perfon. Thus runs the

text and context, '' When the Pharifees were gathered to-

gether, Jesus afked them, faying, What think ye of Christ ?

Whofe Son is he? They fay unto him, The Son oi David,

How then, fays our divine mafter, does David in fpirit call

him Lord ?" From which palTage it is evident, that we do

not think rightly of the perfon of Jesus Christ, unlefs we
believe him to be perfect God and perfe6l man, of a reafona-

ble foul and human flefli fubfifting.

For it is on this account that he is called Christ, or the

anointed one^ who through his own voluntary offer was fet

spart by the father, and ftrengthened and qualified by the

anointing or communication of the Holy Ghoft, to be a me-

diator between Him and offending man.

The reafon why th-^. Son of God took upon him our nature,

was, the fall of our firft parents. I hope there is no one

prefcnt fo atheiftical, as to think, that man made himfelf:

no, it was God that made us, and not we ourfelves. And I

would willingly think, that no one is fo blafphemous as to

fuppofe, that if God did make us, he made us fach creatures

as we now find ourfelves to be. For this would be giving

God's word the lie, which tells us, that " in the image of

God (not in the image which we now bear on our fouls)

n>ade he man." As God made man, fo God made him

perfect. He placed him in the garden of Eden^ and conde-

scended to enter into a covenant with him, promifing him

eternal
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eternal life, upon condition of unfinning obedience; and
threatening eternal death, it" he broke his law, and did eat the

forbidden fruit.

Man did cat; and herein a£ling as our reprefentativc,

thereby involved both himfelf and us in that curfe, which
God, the righteous judge, had faid fliould be the confcquence

of his difobedience. But here begins that myftery of godli-

iiefs, God manifefted in the flcfh. For (fmg, O heavens,

and rejoice, O earth !) the eternal Father, forcfeeing how
Satan would bruife the heel of man, had in his eternal coun-
fel provided a means whereby he might bruife that accurfed

Serpent's head. Man is permitted to fall, and become fub-

jed to death ; but Jesus, the only begotten Son of God, be-

gotten of the Father before all worlds, Light of light, very

God of very God, offers to die to make an atonement for his

tranfgreiTion, and to fulfil all righteoufnefs in his ftead. And
becaufe it was impoflible for him to do this as he was God,
and yet fince man had offended, it was necelfary it fhould

be done in the pcrfon of man ; rather than we fhould pcrifh,

this everlafting God, this Prince of Peace, this Antient of

Days, in the fulnefs of time, had a body prepared for him by

the Holy Ghofl, and became an infant. In this body he

performed a compleat obedience to the law of God j whereby

he, in our ftead, fulfilled the covenant of works, and at lafl

became fubje£t to death, even death upon the crofs ; that as

God he mi'ght fatisfy, as man he might obey and fuffer ; and

being God and man in one perfon, might once more procure

a union between God and our fouls.

And now. What think you of this love of Christ ? Do
not you think it was wondrous great ? Efpecially when you

confider, that we were Christ's bitter enemies, and that he

would have been infinitely happy in himfelf, not\A ithftanding

we had perifned for ever. Whatever you may think of it, I

know the bleffeci angels, who are not fo much concerned in

this myftery of godlinefs as we, think moft highly of it.

They do, they will defire to look into, and admire it, through

all eternity. Why, why O ye finners, will you not think of

this love of Christ ? Surely it muft melt down the moft

hardened heart. Whilft I am fpeaking, the thought of this

infinite and condefcending love fires and warms my foul. I

Z 4 toiili
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couW dwell on it for ever. ' But it Is expedient for you, that

I ihould a(k you another queflion concerning Jesus Christ.

Thirdly^ What think you about being juftified by Christ ?

I believe I can an Twer for fome of you : for many, I fear,

think to be jufiified or looked upon as righteous in God's

fight, without Jesus Christ. But fuch will find themfelves

dreadfully miflaken : for out of Christ, " God is a con-

fuming fire." Others fatisfy themfelves, vi^ith believing that

Christ was God and man, and that he came into the world

to fave finners in general ; whereas, their chief coiicern ought

to be, how they may be afilired that Jesus Christ came

into the world to fave them in particular. '' The life that I

now live in the flefh, (fays the Apoftle) is by faith of the

Son of God, who loved me, and gave himfelf for me." Ob-
ferve, for me : it is this immediate application of Jesus

Christ to our own hearts, that renders his merits efFeclual

to our eternal falvation. An unapplied Christ will do us no

Icrvice at all. Others there are who go ftill farther : for

they think that Jesus Christ is God-man ; that he is to be

applied to their hearts ; and that they can bejuftified in God's

fight, only in or through him : but then they make him only

in part a faviour : They are for doing what they can them-

felves, and then Jesus Christ is to make up the deficiencies

of their righteoulhefs. This is the fum and fubftance of our

modern divinity. And was it poflible for me to know the

thoughts of moft that hear me this day, I believe they would

tell me, this was the fcheme they had laid, and perhaps de-

pended on for fome years, for their eternal falvation. Is it

wot then high time, my brethren, for you to entertain quite

different thoughts concerning juftiiication by Jesus Christ I

For if yoy think thus, you are in the cafe of thofe unhappy

"Jeivs^ who went about to eilablifh their own righteoufnefs, and

Vvould not fubmit to, and confequently miffed of that righte-

oufnefs which is of God by faith in Christ Jesus our

LoRp. What think you then, if I tell you, that you are to

be jufiified freely throiigh faith in Jesus Christ, without

any regard to any work or fitnefs forefeen in us at all ? For

falvation is the free gift of God. I know no fitnefs in man,

but a fitnefs to be caft into the lake of fire and brimflone for

^vef. pur rightepufneffes, in God's fight, are but as filthy

' rags

;
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rags : he cannot away with ihem. Our holinefs, if wc have

anv, is not the canfe, but the efFe6t of our juftificaticn in
i

God's fi[;ht, " We love God, becai^fe he firfl loved us."'

Wc mufi: not come to God as the proud Pharifee did, brin'^-

ing ill as it were a reckoning of our fervices ; v/e muft come
ill che temper and language of the poor Publican, fmiting

lipon cur breafts, and faying, *' God be merciful to me a

finner :" for Jesus Ckrist juftifies us whilfl we are un-

godly. He came not to call the righteous, but Imners to re-

pentance. The poor in fpirit only, they Vv'ho are willing to

go out of themfelves, and rely wholly on the righteoufnefs'

of another, are fo blelled as to be members of his kingdom.

The righteoufnefs, the whole righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ,

is to be imputtd to us, inflead of our own :
'^ For we aie net

under the law, but under grace : and to as many as walk,

after this rule, peace be on them :" for they, and they only

are the true Ifrael of God. In the great work of man's re-

dempLion, boafting is entirely excluded : which could not be,

if only one of our v.?orks was to be joined with the merits of

pHRiST. Our falvation is all of God, from the beginning

to the end : it is not of works, left any man (hould boaft :

man has no hand in it : it is Christ who is to be made to us

' of God the father, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan6fification,

and eternal redemption. His a£tive as well as his paffive obe-

dience, is to be applied to poor fmners. He has fulfilled all

righteoufnefs in our ftead, that we might become the righte-

oufnefs of God in him. All we have to do, is to lay hold on

this riglneoulnefs by faith : and the very moment we do ap-

prehend it by a lively faith, that very moment we may be af-

furcd, that the blood of Jesus Christ has cleanfcd us from

all fin :
'* For the promife is to us and to our cliildren, and

to as many as the Lord our God (hail call." U we and

cur whok' houfes believe, we fhall be faved as well as the

jaylor and his houfe : for the righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ

is an everlafting, as well as a perfect righteoufnefs. It is as

efFe£tual to all who believe in him now, as formerly; and fo

it will be, till time (hall be no more. Search the fcriptures,

as the Bereans did, and fee whether thefe things are not (o.

Search St. Paulas epiftles to the Romans and Galations^ and

ihcre you will find this do6t;ine fo plainly taught you, that,

unlefs
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enlefs you have eyes and fee not, he that runs may rrad.

Search the Eleventh Article of our Church :
" We are ac-

*' counted righteous before God, only for the merits of our

*' Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not for our

" ov/n works or defervings."

This do6lrine of our free juftification by faith in Christ

Jesus, however cenfured and evil fpoken of by our prefent

Mailers of Ifraely was highly efteemed by our wife fore-fa-

thers : for in the fubfequent words of the forementioned ar-

ticle, it is called a moft wholefome doSlrine^ and very full of

comfort : and fo it is to all that are weary and heavy laden,

and are truly willing to find reft in Jesus Christ.

This is gofpel, this is glad tidings of great joy to all that

feel themfelves poor, loft, undone, damned finners. " Ho,

every one that thirftcth, come unto the waters of life, and

drink freely ; come and buy without money and without

price." Behold a fountain opened in your Saviour*s fide, for

fin and for all uncleannefs. " Look unto him whom you

have pierced :" look unto him by faith, and verily you fhall

be faved, though you came here only to ridicule and blaf-

pheme, and never thought of God or of Christ before.

Not that you muft think God will fave you becaufe,

or on account of your faith ; for faith is a work, and then

you would be juftified for your works : but when I tell you,

we are to be juftified by faith, I mean that faith is the inftru-

ment whereby the finner applies or brings home the redemp-

tion of Jesus Christ to his heart. And to whomfoever

God gives fuch a faith, (for it is the free gift of God) he may

lift up his head with boldnefs, he need not fear j he is a (pi-

ritual fon of our fpiritual David ; he is pafled from death to

life, he fhall never come into condemnation. This is the

gofpel which we preach. If any man or angel preach any

other gofpel, than this of our being freely juftified through

faith in Christ Jesus, we have the aulhority of the greateft:

Apoftle, to pronounce him accurfed.

And now, my brethren, what think you of this foollfbnefs

of preaching ? To you that have tafted the good word of

life, who have been enlightened to fee the riches of God*s

free grace in Christ Jesus, I am periuaded it is precious,

and has diftilled like the dew into your fouls. And O that

all
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all were like-minded ! But I am afraid, numbers are ready
to go away contradi<5ling and blafphcming. Tell me are

there not many of you faying within yourfelve?, '< This is a
" licentious do£lrinc ; this preacher is opening a door for en-
" couragement in fin." But this does not furprize me at all

it is a ftale, antiquated objection, as old as the do£lrine of
juftification itfelf j and (which by the way is not much to the

credit of thofe who urge it now) it was made by an infidel.

St. Paul^ in his epiftic to the Romans, after he had, in the firft

five chapters, demonftrably proved the dodrine of juftifica-

tion by faith alone ; in the fixth, brings in an unbeliever fay^

ing, " Shall we continue in fin then, that grace may abound ?"

But as he rcjeded fuch an inference with a " God forbid !"

fo do I : for the faith which we preach, is not a dead fpecu-

lative faith, an aflenting to things credible, as credible, as it

is commonly defined : it is not a faith of the head only, but
a faith of the heart. It is a living principle wrought in the;

foul, by the Spirit of the ever-living God, convincing the

finner of his loft:, undone condition by nature ; enabling him
to apply and lay hold on the perfedt righteoufnefs of Jesus
Christ, freely offered him in the gofpel, and continually

exciting him, out of a principle of love and gratitude, to fhew

forth that faith, by abounding in every good word and work.

This is the fum and fubftance of the dodi ine that has been

delivered. And if this be a licentious dodrine, judge ye. No,
my brethren, this is not deflroying, but teaching you how to

do good works, from a proper principle. For to ufe the

words of our Church in another of her Articles, " Works
** done before the grace of Christ, and the infpiration of

" the Spirit, are not plcafant to God, forafmuch as they

" fpring not of faiih in Jesus Christ ; rather, for that they

*' are not done as God has willed and commanded them to

" be done, we doubt not but they have the nature of fin."

So that they who bid you do, and then live, are juft as wife

as thofe who would perfuade you to build a beautiful magni-

ficent houfe, without laying a foundation.

It is true, the dodrine of our free juftification by faith in

Christ Jesus, like other gofpel truths, may and will be

abufed by men of corrupt minds, reprobates concerning the

faith ; but they v/ho receive the truth of God in the love of

It,
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ir, will always be fliewing their faith by their works. For

this reafon, Sc. Pauly after he had told the Ephefians^ " By
grace they were faved through faith, not of works, left any

man (hould boaft," immediately adds, '' For we are his

workmanfiiip, created in Christ Jesus unto good works."

And in his epjftle to T//«i, having given him directions to tell

the people they were juftiiied by grace, di redly fubjoins,

chap. iii. ver. 8. " I will that you affirm conftantly, that they

who have believed in God might be careful to maintain good

works." Agreeable to this, we are told in our Twelfth

Article, " That albeit good works, which are the fruits of

*' faith, and follow after juftification, cannot put away our

*' fins, and endure the feverity of God's judgment
; yet are

*' they pleafmg and acceptable to God in Christ ; and do

*' fpring iiecedarily out of a true and lively faith, infomuch,

•' that a lively faith jnay be as evidently known by them, as

*' a tree difcerned by the fruit."

What would I give, that this Article was duly underftood

and preached by all that have fubfcribed to it ! The ark of

the Lord would not then be driven into the wilderncfs, nor

would fo many perfons difTent from the Church o{ England,

For I am fully perfuadcd, that it is not fo much on account

«f rites and ceremonies, as our not preaching the truth as it

is in Jesus, that fo many have been obliged to go and feek

for food elfewhere. Did not we fall from our eftablifhed doc-

trines, few, comparatively fpeaking, would fall from the

Eftabliihed Ci^urch. Where Christ is preached, though it

fee in a church or on a common, diflenters of all denomina-

tions have, and do moft freely come. But if our clergy will

preach only the law, and not fliew the way of falvation by

faith in Christ Jesus, the charge of fchifm at the day of

judgment, 1 lear, will chiefly lye at their door. The true

iheep of Christ know the voice of Christ's true fliepherds,

and ftrangers they will not hear.

Obferve, my dear brethren, the words of the Article,

" Good v/orks are the fruits of faith, and follow after jufHfi-

cation." How then can they precede, or be any way the

caufe of it ? Our perfons muft be juftined, before our per-

formances can be accepted. God had refpecl to Abel before

he had refped to his oiFering.: and therefore the rightGoufnef&

of



r 365 ]

of Jesus Christ muft be freely imputed to, and appre-

hended by us through faith, before we can offer an accept-

able fcicriiice to God : for out of Christ, as I hinted before,

God is a confuming fire : and whatfoevcr is not of faith in

Christ, is fin.

That people miftake the do6lrine of free jufllfication, I

believe, is partly owing to their not rightly confidering the

different perfons to whom St. Paul and St. JiWies wrote in

their epiftles ; as alfo the different kind of juflification each of

them writes about. The former aflerts in line upon line, ar-

gument upon argument, " 7"hat we are juftified by faith

alone:" The latter put this queftion, " Was not Abraham

juftified by works ?" From whence many, not confidering

the different views of thefe holy men, and the different per-

fons they wrote to, have blended and joined faith and works,

in order to juftify vis in the fight of God. But this is a ca-

pital miftake; for St. Paul was writing to the Jewijh profe-

lytes, who fought righteoufnefs by the work;^, not of the

ceremonial only, but of the moral law. In contradiftiniSlion ro

that, he tells them, they were to look for juflification in

God's fight, only by the perfect righteoufnefs of Jesus

Christ apprehended by faith. St. Jaines had a different fet

of people to deal with ; fuch who abufed the doctrines of

free juftification, and thought they ftiouIJ be faved (as num-

bers among us do now) upon their barely profefHng to believe

on Jesus Christ. Thefe the holy Apoftle endeavours

wifely to convince, that fuch a faith was only a dead and

falfe faith ; and therefore, it behoved ail v/ho would be bleffcd

with faithful Abraham, to fhew forth their faith by their

works, as he did :
" For was not Abraham ]\i^\^t^ by works ?

"

Did he not prove that his faith was a true juftifying faith, by

its being produ(f^ive of good works ? From whence it is piain^

that St. James is talking of a declarative juftification before

men ; fliew me, dcmonftrate, evidence to me, that thou haft

a true faith, by thy works : Whereas, St. Paul is talking

only of our being juftified in the fight of God ; and thus he

proves, that Abraham^ as we alfo are to be, was juftified be-

' fore ever the moral or ceremonial law was given to the Jews

:

for it is written^ " Abraham believed in the Lord, and it v/as

accounted to him for ri^bteoufnefs.'

Take
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Take the fubftance of what has been faid on this head, in

the few following words. Every man that is faved, is jufti-

fied three ways : Flrji^ meriiorioujly^ by the death of Jesus

Christ :
" It is the blood of Jesus Christ alone that

cleanfes us from all fin.'* Secondly^ injlrumentally^ by faith :

faith is the means or inflrument whereby the merits of Jesus

Christ are applied to the finner's heart :
*' Ye are all the

children of God by faith in Christ Jesus." Thirdly^ we

iire juftified declaraivvely \ namely, by good works : good works

declare and prove to the world, that our faith is a true faving

faith. " Was not v^/^rj^^wjuftified by works ?'* And again,

*' Shew me thy faith by thy works."

It may not be improper to illuftrate this do£lrine by an ex-

ample or two. I fuppofe no one will pretend to fay, that

there was any fitnefs for falvation in Zaccheus the publican,

"when he came to fee Jesus out of no better principle, nhan

that whereby perhaps thoufands are led to hear me preach ; I

mean, curiofity : but Jesus Christ prevented and called

him by his free grace, and fweetly, but irrefiflibly inclined

him to obey that call ; as, I pray God, he may influence all

you that come only to fee w^ho the preacher is. Zaccheus re-

ceived eur Lord joyfully into his houfe, and at the fame

time by faith received him into his heart : Zaccheus was then

.freely juftified in the fight of God. But behold the imme-

diate fruits of that juftiiication ! He ftands forth in the midft-,

and as before he had believed in his heart, he now makes

confeflion with his mouth to falvation : " Behold, Lord,

the h;^lf of my goods I give unto the poor ; and if i have

taken any thing from any man by falfe accufation, I reftore

him four-fold." And thus it will be with thee, O believer,

as foon as ever God's dear Son is revealed in thee' by a living

faith •, thou wilt have no reft in thy fpirit, till out of love and

gratitude for what (jod has done for thy foul, thou (heweft

forth thy faith by thy works.

Again, I fuppofe every body will grant there was no fitnefs

for falvation in the perfecutor Saul \ no more than there is in

thofe perfecuting zealots of thefe laft days, who are already

breathing out thrcatenings, and, if in their power, would

breathe out Slaughter alfo, againft the difciples of the Lord.

Now
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Now our Lord, we know, freely prevented him by tiis

grace, (and O that he would thus eflcvllually call the perfe-

cutors of this generation) and by a light from heaven flruck

him to the ground. At the fame time, by his Spirit, he
pricked him to the heart, convinced him of fin, and caufcd

him to cry out, " Who art thou. Lord ?" Christ replies,

" I am Jesus whom thou perfecutcrt." Faith then was in-

ftantaneoufiy given to him, and behold, immediately Saul

cries out, " Lord, what wonldit thou have me to do r " And
fo will every poor foul that believes on the Lord Jesus with

his whole heart. He will be always afking. Lord, what
fhall I do for thee ? Lord, what wouldft thou have me to

do ? Not to juftify himfelf, but only to evidence the fincerity

of his love and thankfulnefs to his all-merciful High-prieft,

for plucking him as a firebrand out of the fire.

Perhaps many felf- righteous perfons amongft you, may-

flatter yourfelves, that you are not fo wicked as either Zac
chcus or Saul was, and confequently there is a greater fitnefs

for falvation in you than in them. But if you think thus,

indeed you think more highly of yourfelves than you ought

to think : for by nature we are all alike, ail equally fallen

fhort of the glory of God, all equally dead in trefpaflbs and

fins, and there needs the fame almighty power to be exerted

in converting any one of the moft fober, good-natured, moral

perfons here prefcnt, as there was in converting the publican

Zaccheus,, or that notorious perfecutor Saul. And was it poffi-

ble for you to afcend into the higheft heaven, and to enquire

of the fpirits of juft men made perfetSt, I am perfuadcd they

would tell you this do<5lrine is from God. But we have a

more fure word of prophecy, to which we do well to give heed,

as unto a light fhining in a dark pl.'.ce. My brethren, the

word is nigh you ; fearch the fcriptures ; beg of GoD to make

you willing to be faved in this day of his power : for it is

not flefh and blood, but the Spirit of Jesus Christ, that

alone can reveal thefe things unto you.

Fourthly and Ltf/?//, What think you of Jesvs Christ

being formed within you ? For whom Christ juftifics,

them he alfo fandifies. Although he finds, yet he docs not

leave us unholy. A true chriuian may not (o properly be

faid to live, as Jesus Christ to live in him. For they only

c
* that
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that are led by the Spirit of Christ, are the true Tons of

God.
As I obferved before, To I tell you again, the faith which

we preach is not a dead, but a lively a£tive faith wrought in

the foul, working a thorough change, by the power of the

Holy Ghoft, in the whole man : and unlefs Christ he thus

in you, notwithftanding you may be orthodox as to the fore-

going principles, notwithftanding you may have good defires,

and attend conflantly on the means of grace
;
yet, in St. PWs

opinion, you are out of a ftate of falvation. " Know you

not, (fays that Apoflle to the Corinthians^ a church famous

for its gifts above any church under heaven) that Christ is

in you, (by his Spirit) unlefs you are reprobates ?'*

For Christ came not only to fave us from the guilt, but

from the power of our fins : till he has done this, however he

may be a Saviour to others, we can have no afiurance or

well-grounded hope, that he has faved us : for it is by receiv-

ing his blciled Spirit into our hearts, and feeling him witnef-

fing with our fpirits, that we are the fons of God, that

we can he certified of our being fealed to the day of re-

demption.

This is a great myflery ; but I fpeak of Christ and the

new-birth. Marvel not at my af^ing you, what you thmk:

about Christ being formed within you ? For either God
muft change his nature, or we ours. For as in Jdatn we ail

have fpiritually died, fo all that are efte^lually laved by

Christ, mufl in Christ be fpiritually made ative. His onlv

end in dying and rifing again, and interceding for ns now in

heaven, is to redeem us from the mifery of our fallen nature,

and, by the operation of his bleilcd Spirit, to make us meet to

be partakers of the heavenly inheritance with the faints in

light. None but thofe that thus are changed by his grace

here, fliall appear with him in glory hereafter.

Examine yourfelves, therefore, my brethren, whether you

are in the faith ; prove yourfelves ; and think it not fufHcient

to fay in your creed, I believe in Jesus Christ : many fay

fo, who do not believe, who are reprobates, and yet in a llatc

of death. You takeGoD*s name in vain, when you call him

Father, and your prayers arc turned into fm, unlefs you be-

lieve in Christ, fo as to have your life hid with him in

I Ggd,
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God, and to receive life and nourifhmcnt from him, as

branches do from the vine.

I know, indeed, the men of this generation deny there is

any fuch thing as feeling Christ within them j but alas !

to what a dreadful condition would fuch reduce us, even to

the (late of the abandoned heathen, who, St. Paul tells us,

" were paft feeling." The Apoftle prays, that the Ephcfiam

may abound in all knowledge and fpiritual undcrftanding, or

as it might be rendered, fpiritual fenfation. And in the oliice

for the vifitation of the fick, the minifter prays, that the Lord
may make the fick perfon know and feel, that there is no
other name under heaven given unto men, in whom and
through whom they may receive health and falvation, but

only the name of our Lord Jesus. For there is a fpiritual,

as well as a corporeal feeling ; and though this is not com-
municated to us in a fenfible manner, as outward objeds af-

fe«Sl our fcnfes, yet it is as real as any fenfible or vidbie fenfa-

tion, and may be as truly felt and difcerned by the foul, as

any impreffion from without can be felt by the body. All

-who are born again of God, know that I lie not.

What think you. Sirs, did Naaman feel, when he was cured

of his leprofy ? Did the woman feel virtue coming out of

Jesus Christ, when flie touched the Hem of his garment,

^nd was cured of her bloody ifllie ? So furely mayft thou feel,

believer, when Jesus Christ dwelleth in thy heart. I

pray God to make you all know and feel this, ere you depart

hence.

O my brethren, my heart is enlarged towards you. I trufl

1 feel fomething of that hidden, but powerful prefcnce of

Christ, whilft I am preaching to you. Indeed it is fwcef,

it is exceedingly comfortable. All the harm I wilh you, who

without caufe are my enemies, is, that you felt the like. Be-

lieve me, though it would be hell to my foul, to return to a

natural ftate again, yet I would willingly change ftates with

you for a little wliile, that you might know what it is to have

Christ dwelling in your hearts by faith. Do not turn your

backs ; do not let the devil hurry you away : be not afraid of

convictions j do not think worfc Q'i the docTirine, becnule

preached without the church walls. Our Lord, in the Jays

of his flefti, preached on a mount, in a thip, vind a field ;
and

Vol. V. A a 1 ^m
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T am perfuaded, many have felt his gracious presence herf.

Inelced we fpcak what we know. Do not reject the kingdom

oi'GoD againft youiTelves : be fo wife as to receive our wir-

•iicfs. I cannot, I will not let you go j ftay a little, let ?iS

reafon together. However lightly you may efieem your fouls,

i know our Lord has fet an unfpeakabie value on them. He
thought them worthy of his moft precious bloo<l. I befecci^

you, therefore, O fmners, be ye reconciled to QoD.' \ hope

you do not fear being accepted in the beloved. Behold, he

calleth you \ behold, he prevents and follows you with his

mcrcy^ and hath fent forth his fervants into the highways and

hedges, to compel you to come in. Remember then, that at

fuch an hour of fuch a day, in fuch a year, in this place, you

were all told what you ought to think concerning Jesus

Christ. If you now pcrifh, it will not be for lack of know-

ledge : I am free from the blood of you all. You cannot fay

I have been preaching damnation to you ; you cannot fay I

have, like legal preachers, been requiring you to make brick

without Itraw. I have not bidden you to make yourfelves

faints, and then come to God j but 1 have offered you falva-

tion on as cheap terms as you can defire. I have offered you

Christ's whole wifdom^ Christ's whole righteoufnefs,

Christ's whole fan6lification and eternal redemption, if you

will but believe on him. If you fay, you cannot believe, you

fay right ; for faith, as well as every other bleffing, is the gift

of God : but then wait upon God, and who knows but he

may have mercy on thee ? Why do we not entertain more

Moving thoughts of Christ } Or do you think he will have

mercy on others, and not on you .? But are you not fmners ?

And did not Jesus Christ come into the world to fave fm-

ners ? If you fay you are the chief of fmners ; I anfwer, that

will be no hindrance to your falvation, indeed it will not, if

you lay hold on him by faith. Read the Evangelifts, and fee

how kindly he behaved to his difciples who fled from and de-

nied him :
'* Go tell my brethren," fays he. He did not fay.

Go tell thofe traitors; but, " Go tell my brethren, and

Pder ;" as though he had faid. Go tell my brethren in gene-

ral, and poor Peter in particular, *' that I am rifen ;'* O
comfort his poor drooping heart, tell him I am reconciled to

him; b;d him weep no, more fo bitterly : for though with

oath*
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oaths aiid curfes he thrice denied mc, yet I have died for h\!i

llns, I am rifen again for his juftification : I freely forgive hiiii

all. Thus flow to angCr, ar\d of great kiudiiefs, was our nll-

merriful High-prieft. And do you thiiil: he has chaiv.!;cd his

nature, and forgets poor Tinners, now he is cxnhcd to the

right-hand of GoD ? No, he is the fame ycftcrday, to-day,

and for ever, and fittcth there only to make interccinon f.»r

us. Coitie then, ye harlots, come ye publicans come ye nK^ft

abandoned of finners, come and believe on JesUs Christ.

Though the whole world defpife you and cart you our, yet he

will not difdairi to take you up. O amazing, O infinitely con-

defcending love ! even you, he will not be afhamed to call his

brethren. How will you efcape if you negle6l fuch a glorious

offer of falvation ? What would the ddmned fpirits, now in the

prifon of hell, give, if ChiIist was fo freely offered to their

Touls ? And why are riot we lifting up our eyes in torments ?

Does any one out of this great multitude dare fay, he does not

deferve damnation ? If not, why are we left, and others takeni

away by death ? What is this but an inftance of God's free

gracfe, and a fign of his good will towards us ? Let God's

goodnefs lead us tq.repentance ! Olct there be joy in heaven

over fome of you repenting I Though we are in a field, I am
perfuaded the bieffed angels are hovering now around us, and

do long, " as the hart panteth afcer the water- brooks," to

flng an anthem at your converfion. Bleffed be God, I hope

their joy will be fulfilled. An awful filence appears amongft-

us. I have good hope that the words which the Lord ha$

enabled me to fpeak in your ears this day, have not altogether

fallen to the ground. Your tears and deep attention, are an

evidence, that the Lord God is amongft us of a truth.

Come, ye Pharifecs, come and fee, in fpite of youf fatanical

rage and fury, the Lord Jesus is getting himfelf the victory.

And brethren, I fpeak the truth in Christ, I lie not, if one

foul of you, by the bleffing of God, be brought to think fav-

ingly of Jesus Christ this day, I care not if my enemies

were permitted to carry me to prifon, and put my feet faft in

the flocks, as foon as 1 have delivered this fcrmon. Brethren,

my heart's defire and prayer to God is, that you may be

favcd. For this caufe I follow my Marter with^>ut the camp.

I rare not how much of his facrcd reproach I bear, (o fhut

A a ?.
^^'^^



t Zl'^ ]

Tome of you be concerted from the errors of yotir ways.

1 rejoice, yea and I will rejoice. Ye men, ye devils, do

your worft : the Lord who fent, will fupport me. And

when Christ, who is our life, and whom I have now

been preaching, (hall appear, I alfo, together with his de-

fpifed little ones, fhall appear with him in glory. And

then, v/hat will you think of Christ ? I know what you

will think of him. You will then think him to be the fairefl

among ten thoufand : You will then think and feel him to be

a juft and fin-avenging judge. Be ye then perfuaded to kifs

him left he be angry, and fo you be baniftied for ever from the

prefence of the Lord. Behold, I come to you as the angel

did to LQt^ Flee, flee, for your lives ; hafte, linger no longer

in your fpiritual Sodcm-, for otherwifeyou will be eternally de-

ftroyed. Numbers, no doubt, there are amongft you, that

may regard me no more than Lot's fons-in-law regarded him,

I am perfuaded I feem to fome of you as one that mockcth ^

but I fpeak the truth in Christ, I lie not ; as fure as fire and

brimftone was rained from the Lord out of heaven, to de-

ftroy Sodofu and Gomorrah^ fo furely, at the great day, (hall

the vials of God's wrath be poured on you, if you do not

think ferioufly of, and a61: agreeable to the goTpel of the

Lord's Christ. Behold, I have told you before ; and I

pray God, all you that forget htm may ferioufly think oP

what has been faid, before he pluck gou away, and there be

none to deliver you.

Now to God the Father, 5cc.

SERMON


